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-~ AME ~R. 1538, AS RE~ 
FFERED BY MR. KENNEDY OF RHODE ISLAN~-~~"- <, 

AND MR. SESTAK OF PENNSYLVANIA 

At the end of title I, add the following new section
 

(and conform the table of contents accordiuglv):
 

1 SEC. 113. PLANS AND RESEARCH FOR REDUCING POST
 

2 TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER.
 

3 (a) PIJANS F'OE REmTL\T(j PO::';T 'rHACl\L\TIC STEESS
 

4 DISOl\DER.­

5
 

6 (A) IN OK\'EE"\L.-'rhe Secretary of De­

7 tense shall develop a plan to incorporate evi­

8 dcnce-based preventive and early-intervention
 

9 measures, practices, 01' procedures that reduce
 

10 the likelihood that personnel ill combat will de­

11 velop post-traumatic stress disorder or other 

12 stress-related psychopathologies (including sub­

13 stance use conditions) into­

14 (i) basic and pre-deployment training 

15 for enlisted members of the Armed Forces, 

16 noncounnissioued officers, and officers; 

17 (ii) combat theater operations; and 

18 (iii) post-deployment service. 
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2 

(B) UPD:\TE8.-The Secret<lry of Defense 

shall update the plan under subparagraph (A) 

periodically to incorporate, as the Seeretmy 

conaiders appropriate, the results of 1'(-']ev,:111t re-

sean~h, including research conducted pursuant 

to subsection (b). 

(2) RE8K\HC'II.-Snbject, to subsection (b), the 

Secretary of Defense shall develop a plan, m con­

sultation with the Department of Veterans Affairs, 

the National Institutes of Health, and the National 

Academy of Seienees, to conduct such research as is 

necessary to develop the plan described in paragraph 

(1). 

(b) EVIDENCE-BA.SED HESEi\HCII AND THAINING.­

(1) VVOrnGNG GH,ouP.-The Secretary of De­

fense shall conduct a study, in coordination with the 

Department of Veterans Affairs, the National Insti­

tutes of Health, and the National Academy of 

Sciences' Institute of Medicine, to determine the fea­

sibility of establishing a working group tasked with 

researching and developing evidence-based measures, 

practices, 01' procedures that reduce the likelihood 

that personnel in combat will develop post-traumatic 

stress disorder 01' other stress-related psychological 

pathologies (including substance use conditions). 
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1 The workinz 
~ b01'0111) shall include 1)e1'801111el with ex­

2 perieuce in ~1 combat theater, and behavioral health 

3 pel'801111el who have experience providing treatment 

4 to individuals with experience in (1 combat theater. 

5 (2) PEEH-HEVIEWED HE0E.AW'1I PIWGILUI.­

6 Not later than 180 da~T8 after the date of the enact­

7 ment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall sub­

8 mit to Congress a plan for a peer-reviewed research 

9 program within the Defense Health Program's re­

10 search and development function to research and de­

11 velop evidence-based preventive and early interven­

12 tion measures, practices, or procedures that reduce 

13 the likelihood that personnel in combat will develop 

14 post-traumatic stress disorder or other stress-related 

15 psychopathologies (including substance use eondi­

16 tions}, 

17 (c) REPORl'.-The Secretary of Defense shall submit 

18 to Congress annually a report on the plans and studies 

19 required under this section. 
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